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Kaleem Butt 



MAULANA MUFTI ABDUL KAREEM of BAIR SHAREEF 

A SINDHI RELIGIOUS SCHOLAR WHO STOOD AGAINST GENERAL ZIA 



Introduction 



was nothing but a cynical attempt to 



It is a historical fact that Sindh has always manipulate mass consciousness in rural areas 
been a land of tolerance and mysticism, but where superstition is rife. Zia had not dreamed 
another historical fact is that whenever it anything! 

comes to Islam Sindh stands tall and high, the In his presidential speech Zia said 
first foreign language in which Holy Quran 

was translated was Sindhi. Sindh had a unique 
role in the Khilafat Movement that started in 

the 20 century in sub-continent. It is the land 

of Sindh which gave birth to Islamic scholars 
of highest caliber such like Amorti Sahib, 

Maulana Ubaid Ullah Sindhi and many others, 
who preached and propagated religion of 

Islam. But when it comes to standing for the 
truth the Sindhis are to be found in front rows, 

whether in the form of Sufi Shah Inayat, or Pir 



"Pakistan is like Israel (in other words 
Zia accepted the state of Israel), an 

ideological state. Take out Judaism from 
Israel and it will collapse like a house of 

cards. Take Islam out of Pakistan 

making it a secular state, it too would 
collapse. For the past four years we have 

been trying to bring Islamic values to the 
country." 



All the right-wing politicians and religious 

^•1 i mi i ™ i n i i- r. i i i-i r, i groups sat on the right hand side of Zia, 
Sibghat UUah Shah Rashdi. Scholars like Syed fai him and ^ Wm < Mard _ e _ Momin > 



Ghulam Ali Shah had debates with priests and 



'Mard-e-Haq. But Sindh the land of sufis and 



the _ preachers of Church Missionary Society saint§ resisted him They understood a wolf 



during the mid 1 9 th century. One cannot deny 

the incredible role and services of Sindh for 
Islam. Politically Sindhis have more awareness 



was hiding itself in sheep's clothing. 
Maulana Mufti Abdul Kareem of Bair 



than rest of the Pakistan. It was Sindh who khareet 

protested against President Ayub's 'One Unit'. According to Maulana Mohammad Qasim 

It was none other than Sindhis who led the Soomro's biography about Mufti Sahib, his 

MRD movement against President Zia and genealogical tree goes back to the first caliph 

bore those horrifying lashes. Sindhi literature of Islam, Hazrat Abu-Bakr Siddique 



is an eye-witness to all those sins. 
General Zia Wearing the Islamic Mask 

Tariq Ali in "Can Pakistan Survive" writes 

that General Zia had been dismissed by both 

friends and enemies as a simpleton, mere 
front-man for a junta, who could be easily 

swept aside. What such views ignored was the 
fact the state had precisely required a 'low- 
profile' leader. In 1978, Zia informed a 
bewildered nation that he had been 

overpowered by a dream in which a voice 
(presumably that of Almighty) had suggested 

that elections were un- Islamic. This of course. 



Maulana Mufti Mehmood and Maulana Mufti 

Abdul Kareem claimed that Zia was an 
Ahmedi, and for that, they claim, they had 

proof. In a speech at Sukkur in 1983, Mufti 
Sahib said: 

"The British played a trick upon Muslim 

by taking away the Quranic knowledge 
from them, they taught Sindhis to be 

loyal to the British crown and also to 

stand up in respect for white lords. They 
bribed few with money, and forced 

many people to follow Ghulam Ahmed 
Qadiyani.... Recently the editor of Dawn 
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newspaper Altaf wrote that Qadyanis are 
practically ruling Pakistan, meaning the 

King (president) of Pakistan Zia-ul-Haq 
is aQadyani." 



1983 elections were announced under BD 

system under the supervision of Pak Army, but 
Mufti Sahib carried on his struggle against the 

dictator and called for a boycott, due to which 



While quoting Newsweek, an American army personnel was sent to polling stations, 



periodical, of July 1988 Mufti Sahib claimed: 



but the citizens reftised to co-operate. 



"Zia himself a stocky gregarious man, who is a In June 1980, Zia spoke to a gathering at a 



member of small Muslim caste." 

On the other hand, Zia arrested Mufti Sahib, 

tried to bribe him and in the month of August 
1983, Zia sent famous landlords Mian Rahim 

Bux Soomro and Illahi Bux Soomro (who 



mosque of Islamabad and announced that 
under the new Alms Ordinance, 2.5% of 

saving or current accounts of every Pakistani 
would go to the Bait-ul-Mall of government, 

and the government would distribute the 



were ministers) of Shikarpur to Bair Shareef, co 1 llected a ™ U ? t * ^ P™'"?^ an( ! thQ £ 



to praise Zia and asked Mufti Sahib to meet 

Zia face to face. But Mufti Sahib refused by 
saying: "Nothing good would come out from 

our meeting, and he should repent before the 
entire nation." Mufti Sahib carried on talking 

and writing against the illegitimate Zia regime. 



religious schools during the holy month of 

Ramadan. According to Zia, he was a Caliph 
of Muslims and everything was going in 

accordance with Islam, including Zakat that 
was now imposed by that ordinance which he 

thought he had Islamified As soon as the 



On 13 th November 1983, Mufti Sahib's son announcement was made Maul ana Abdul 



Abdul Aziz was arrested and sent to Central 
Jail Sukkur. 



Kareem and Maulana Mufti Mehmood 

protested against that ordinance. In June 1980, 
Maulana Mufti Mehmood delivered a lecture 



In Sindh Maulana Mohammad Shah Amroti agaimt the New Zakat Ordinance at a mosque 



and Maulana Abdul Kareem of Bair Shareef 

were the backbone of the MRD movement. In 
1983, Mufti Sahib wrote a letter to his Jamaat, 



in Sher Shah Colony, Karachi, while later that 
month a fatwa (Islamic decree) was issued 

against that ordinance. Thus this scholar of 
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0334-4475550 \MjLJs. 



in which he wrote: "We are at political and Is , am from sindh carried on his struggle 
religious difference with the present ruler of aga|nst the zia regime and tried to teach and 

Pakistan, and we are at war with him. We H ve the true religion of Islam, 
think that General Zia is a Qadyani. 
Abrogating the 1973 Constitution, revoking 

the statements that Mirza Ahmed Qadyani is a 
Dajjal and liar from passport forms and 

national identity cards are enough evidences 

about that" From his letters, Mufti Sahib time 
and again demanded for restoration of the 

1973 Constitution, restoration of democracy, 
end to dictatorship and a free and fair election 

under the supervision of Supreme Court. 

When the demand of election was brought 
before Zia, he announced referendum and told 

people whosoever wants Quranic Law in the 
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country must vote in favor of him. Even 
pamphlets were printed and thrown in cities 

and villages by army planes. Prior to that, in 
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